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bo
l, 

the
 cr

ow
n a

nd
 tw

o fi
 gu

re
s o

f 
the

 lio
n. 

Th
e V

ah
al

ka
da

, th
e 

dil
ap

ida
ted

 la
ter

ite
 w

all
 an

d 
oth

er
 ar

ch
ite

ctu
ra

l fe
atu

re
s 

mu
st 

no
t b

e m
iss

ed
 ou

t b
y a

ny
 

vis
ito

r t
o t

he
 te

mp
le 

co
mp

lex
.

Th
e t

op
 m

os
t te

rra
ce

 is
 

re
se

rve
d f

or
 th

e l
ar

ge
 st

up
a a

s 
the

 cl
im

ax
. 








G
an

eg
od

el
la

 P
ur

an
a 

Vi
ha

ra
K

os
go

da

Ga
ne

go
de

lla
 P

ur
an

a V
iha

ra
 w

as
 be

lie
ve

d 
to 

be
 bu

ilt 
by

 M
ini

ste
r D

ev
ap

ath
ira

ja 
on

 th
e o

rd
er

s o
f K

ing
 P

ar
ak

ra
ma

ba
hu

 
the

 se
co

nd
 in

 th
e 1

2th
 ce

ntu
ry 

B.
C.

 
du

rin
g D

am
ba

de
niy

a p
er

iod
. T

he
 

M
ah

av
am

sa
, th

e g
re

at 
ch

ro
nic

le,
 

sa
ys

 th
at 

the
 te

mp
le 

wa
s c

on
str

uc
ted

 in
 

thr
ee

 st
or

ies
. T

he
 P

or
tug

ue
se

 an
d t

he
 

Du
tch

 w
ho

 in
va

de
d a

nd
 ca

ptu
re

d t
he

 
Ma

riti
me

 P
ro

vin
ce

s h
ad

 at
tac

ke
d t

he
 

tem
ple

 an
d d

es
tro

ye
d i

t. T
he

 te
mp

le 
wa

s 
re

-co
ns

tru
cte

d a
ga

in 
in 

the
 K

an
dy

an
 

pe
rio

d. 
Th

e K
an

dy
an

 in
fl u

en
ce

s a
re

 
se

en
 es

pe
cia

lly
 in

 sc
ulp

tur
es

 an
d w

all
 

pa
int

ing
s.

Th
e o

cta
go

na
l b

uil
din

g h
ou

se
s a

 st
atu

e o
f 

the
 B

ud
dh

a i
n m

ar
ble

. T
he

 m
ar

ble
 st

atu
e 

of 
the

 B
ud

dh
a w

as
 gi

fte
d t

o t
he

 te
mp

le 
by

 
Ki

ng
 of

 T
ha

ila
nd

 (t
he

n S
iam

). 
Th

e s
ma

ll 
stu

pa
 is

 be
lie

ve
d t

o b
e c

on
str

uc
ted

 in
 

Ka
nd

ya
n p

er
iod

.

A 
lar

ge
 st

on
e o

n w
hic

h a
 B

ud
dh

a’s
 

foo
tpr

int
 is

 ca
rve

d h
as

 be
en

 di
sc

ov
er

ed
 

re
ce

ntl
y a

nd
 no

w 
pla

ce
d i

n a
 sp

ec
ial

 
sh

ed
 fo

r v
en

er
ati

on
. T

his
 ca

rvi
ng

 is
 sa

id 
to 

be
 ol

de
r t

ha
n 2

00
0 y

ea
rs.

 A
cc

or
din

g 
to 

ex
pe

rts
, th

is 
co

uld
 be

 th
e o

lde
st 

of 
thi

s 
kin

d o
f c

ar
vin

g e
ve

r f
ou

nd
 in

 th
e a

re
a. 

Th
e o

la-
lea

f li
br

ar
y, 

re
lic

 ch
am

be
r, l

ar
ge

 
Si

am
es

e B
ud

dh
a s

tat
ue

 an
d t

he
 re

ce
ntl

y 
bu

ilt 
lar

ge
 im

ag
e h

ou
se

 ar
e s

ign
ifi c

an
t 

fea
tur

es
 in

 th
is 

tem
ple

 co
mp

lex
.
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In 
ad

dit
ion

 to
 th

at 
the

 m
us

eu
m 

of 
tim

be
r 

ca
rvi

ng
s d

isp
lay

s v
ar

iou
s f

am
ou

s a
nd

 
inf

am
ou

s p
os

tur
es

 of
 Lo

rd
 B

ud
dh

a i
n 

tim
be

r c
ar

vin
gs

. T
his

 is
 al

so
 an

 at
tra

cti
ve

 
pla

ce
 fo

r t
he

 vi
sit

or
s. 

Th
er

e i
s a

lso
 a 

lar
ge

 tim
be

r c
ar

ve
d B

ud
dh

a s
tat

ue
 in

 th
is 

tem
ple

 pl
ac

ed
 fo

r v
en

er
ati

on
.
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W
ija

ya
ra

m
a 

Pu
ra

na
 V

ih
ar

a
A

m
ba

la
ng

od
a

Th
ou

gh
 th

e t
em

ple
 is

 na
me

d a
s P

ur
an

a 
Vi

ha
ra

, m
os

t o
f th

e f
ea

tur
es

 yo
u w

ill 
se

e i
n t

his
 co

mp
lex

 ar
e c

on
tem

po
ra

ry 
co

ns
tru

cti
on

s.

Be
gin

nin
g f

ro
m 

pr
ies

ts’
 re

sid
en

ce
, a

ll t
he

 
bu

ild
ing

s a
re

 de
co

ra
ted

 w
ith

 tr
ad

itio
na

l 
ca

rvi
ng

s a
nd

 m
od

er
n a

rt 
wo

rks
 do

ne
 

in 
dif

fer
en

t m
ate

ria
ls 

va
ryi

ng
 fr

om
 

ter
ra

co
tta

, ti
mb

er,
 st

on
e, 

br
on

ze
 an

d 
ce

me
nt.

 It 
ex

pr
es

se
s r

ich
 ca

rvi
ng

 sk
ills

 
of 

the
 co

nte
mp

or
ar

y c
ra

fts
me

n e
ve

n t
o 

ha
nd

le 
an

y k
ind

 of
 m

ate
ria

l to
 re

pr
od

uc
e 

tra
dit

ion
al 

ar
ts 

an
d c

ra
fts

. 

Th
e B

o-
tre

e w
as

 en
cir

cle
d w

ith
 a 

be
gg

ing
 

bo
wl

 sh
ap

e p
ra

ka
ra

 de
co

ra
ted

 w
ith

 
br

on
ze

 an
d c

op
pe

r c
ar

vin
gs

 to
 lo

ok
 lik

e 
ke

ep
ing

 th
e B

o-
tre

e i
n a

 la
rg

e b
eg

gin
g 

bo
wl

. T
his

 is
 on

e o
f th

e a
ttr

ac
tiv

e f
ea

tur
es

 
in 

the
 te

mp
le.
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